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To THE 


&%E O UR Unacquaintedneſs with the In- 
fy IS << fts of Society, or the Foundation 
a) of all Law and Government, might 
have render'd ridiculous any Notice of 
our Pamphlet; were it not for Num- 
Thovghtleſs and Unwary, who will 
readily ſwallow down Principles they are preju- 
diced in favour of; the Preventing of which can 
alone juſtify the following Attempt, and remove 
the Plea of its Non- neceſſity: For I am perſuaded, 
that the Proteſtant Diſſenters are ſo far from being 
in danger of loſing their Aim by your Pamphlet, 
that they are rather oblig'd to acknowledge, you 
have done them Service among the thinking Part 
of Mankind, by what you have wrote, to prove 
that zo Time is a proper Time for the Repeal 
of the Teſt and Corporation Acts: Since therein 
bs have ſhewn that the Attempt is expoſed to 
Difficulties from no other Quarter, but from 
Principles, juſtly, as well as univerſally diſcarded 
"Sf tho 15 my = wy by 
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by all true Proteſtants z even from Principles not 
only fallacious and ſeditious, but what are. alſo 
truly ſubverſive of all Social Virtue. 

In order to prove that I am fo far right, we'll 
take a more particular and thorough View of your 
Performance. | 

You are pleas'd to ſay in your firſt — 
That you beg Leave to make your {elf fo far a 
« Party ix the Afair, as to offer a few Reaſons 
why you think xo Time at all is proper.” 

The firſt Propoſition you lay down, is, That 
eit will not be deny'd by either of the contend- 
« ing Parties, that thoſe two Acts. were deſign'd 

for the Security and Support of the Eſtablith*d 
«« Conſtitution in Church and State.“ To prove 
this Propoſition you ſay, The Corporation Act 
in particular was levell'd wholly againſt the 
Diſſenters: And though the Teſt Act had a 


more immediate Eye to the Papiſts, and the 
Diſſenters inſiſt upon it as Creur M on their 


Part that they did not oppofe it, upon ſome 
« Encouragement given, as they pretend, to be re- 
« Jiev'd from the Penalties of it, one Time or ano- 
« ther; yet when their Caſe came under a ſolemn 
«<< Deliberation in Parliament, immediately after 
the Revolution, and a Toleration was granted 
c them, the Legiſlature was ſo far from exempt- 
iyg, that they expreſly included them in the Diſ- 
* abilities and Penalties of the Teſt Act.“ 
As to your Propoſition; By the two contend- 
ing Parties, I ſuppoſe you mean ſome of the 
Members of the Eſtabliſh'd Church, and the 
Proteſtant Diſſenters; of which you ſay, that 
theſe two Sorts of People agree, that theſe two 
Acts were deſign'd for the Security and Support 
of the Eſtabliſh'd Conſtitution in Church and 
State. And ſuppoſe this was Fact, I am as ſure 
the Proteſtants on both Sides now agree, that the 
| peculiar 


[5] 

-uliar Reaſons on which they were at firſt in- 
ſtituted, are now remov*d ; and that inſtead of be- 
coming ſerviceable to the State ( if they ever were, 
which is not granted, and, I preſume, cannot be 
prov d) they are become an unjuſt Burthen and Op- 
preſſion to an uſeful, loyal, and conſiderable Body 
of the Subject, and therefore by conſequence 
ought to be thrown aſide, the Reaſons being as 
cogent for the Repcal, as they ever could be for 
the Enforcing thereof. Beſides, To reſt upon the 
Opinion of a Majority, even of the National Re- 
preſentatives, when influenc'd chiefly by a Court 
of ſuſpicious 1 (as in the Reign of K. 
Charles the IId) will determine nothing in the O- 

inion of an honeſt Proteſtant. Nor can that 
— and unproteſtant Way of connecting or 
herding Parties, be at all accounted for, viz. that 
Protetfant Diſſenters, the known Abettors and 
Friends of Liberty, ſhould be chained down 
with- Peri. the known Enemies thereof 
Would not any indifferent Obfervaror readily aſk, 
What Neceſſity could there poſſibly be, for ſuch a 
free Government, to diſtreſs its Friends with its 
Enemies? Was there any Affinity between their 
avow'd Principles, or known Practices, that could 
prejudice the State? Another Queſtion will natu- 
rally be put, Are there not others who deſerve ras 
ther to be rank'd with the Papiſis than they? 

But, further, The Diſſenters not being reliev'd 
when their Caſe came under that ſolemn Delibe- 
ration of Parliament, immediately after the Re- 
volution, I truſt, was not owing to any Obliga- 


tion ariſing from the Reaſon of Things, then, or 


before that Time diſcovered ; any more than it 
was a Conformity to the expreſs Will and Deſire 
of one of the wiſeſt of Princes, the moſt re- 
nowned Patron of Liberty. 
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What you mean by that Sneer, when you ſay 

« The Diſſenters inſiſt upon it as Great Merit on 
te their Part, that they did not oppoſe the Teſt Act, 
« which had a more immediate Eye to the Papiſfts,” 
I don't well know; except it be, that you wou'd 
ſlily infinuate that they are a Parcel of Merit- 
Mongers, and ſo ought to fare as the Romaniſts 
fare. However this be; it lies upon you to prove, 
that the Diſſenters have not all along preferr*d 
the Peace of Society to their own private In- 


tereſts. 


But you ſay again, They did this upon ſome 
« Encouragement given, as they pretend, to be re- 
&« liey*d from the Penalties of it, one Time or ano- 
ther.“ Hereby you wou'd inſinuate that the Diſ- 
fenters wou'd by this impoſe a Falſehood upon the 
World ; or that the Promiſes they atſeveral Times 
receiv*d from the Government, by which they 
were animated to ſuch Conduct, were only mere 
Pretences, without any Foundation 5 or you can 


mean nothing. To go on: EIT 

Page 7. you ſay, In the latter End of Queen 
« Anne's Reign, an Act was paſs'd againſt Oc- 
« caſional Conformity, by which Diſſenters quali- 
« fy*d for Offices according to the Teſt Act, 
<« were reſtrained from going to Conventicles, as 
long as they continued in thoſe Offices; but 
this was repealed in the Beginning-of the next 
«© Reign, upon theſe Conſiderations (as we may 
„ ſuppoſe) among others; That by receiving the 
„ Sacrament according to the Church of Eng- 
land, they did all the Teſt Act requires; That 
«* ſuch receiving it was an Evidence, that though 
„ they like their own Way better, they did not 
*© think ours unlawful : Whereas the preſent At- 
<< tempt to repeal the Corporation or Teſt Act, is 
eto let thoſe into Places of Power and Truſt, who 


think the Service of the Church of England 


« ſinful; 


A 
& /nful, and who in conſequence have not on 
60 * Averſion to ys, but think — 
« bound in Conſcience to do all that is in their 
«© Power to aboliſh it.“ . 2H. 

I begin now to ſuſpect that St. Andrews's Cryer is 
roſe from the Dead, with his Trumpet ſound- 
ing the old Tune, The Church is in Danger ! 
And no wonder we ſo ſoon hear, that oppreſſing 
the Diſſenters is the only Way to prevent that 
Danger: But this has all along been the Artifice 
of Hell and Rome, by * the pretended 
Sons of the Church with Zeal for its Preſerva- 
tion; under which Device and Maſk they have 
acted over all their Scenes of Villainy: Thus it 
was at that memorable Epocha you mention; 
and had not that glorious Revolution ſo op- 
portunely enſued in the Acceſſion of K. George 
the Firſt, the Oppreſſion of the Diſſenters had 
prov'd, in all 8 what it was form'd 


for, viz. the Inlet of Popery and public Slavery. 
And here I wowa obſerve, in favour of the 


Proteſtant Diſſenters, that their profeſs*d and 
inveterate Enemies have always been Facobites, 
Papiſts, and the open Enemies of Liberty : But 
if the Church of England can be endanger'd 
from an Enlargement of the Liberties of Man- 
kind, and a more equal Diſtribution of common 
Juſtice and Friendſhip, it does not, I confeſs, 
to me, appear worth defending. 

The notorious Fallacy of your next Poſition 
deſerves to be exploded with due Reſentment, 
when you tell us of “ This Repeal introducing 
« Men into Power, who think the Service of the 
Church of England ſinful.” One wou'd think 
8 imagin'd yourſelf in Haly, where you might 

ve Church Authority for what you ſaid, and 
cou'd every where demand an implicit Faith, 
% 4 3 Or 
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or Aſſent. But don't miſtake, all honeſt Men 
can and will diſtinguiſh better; they know aſ- 
ſuredly that the Proteſtant Diſſenters neither be- 
lieve, or can in Character aſſert any ſuch thing; 
but, on the other hand, do eſteem the Proteſtant 
Members of the Church of England as their 
Fellow Chriſtians; and I dare ſay, not a Man 
of common Senſe among them, has any Right to 
the Brat you have begot, and wou'd Father on 
them. On the contrary, altho* on true Pro- 
teſtant Chriſtian Principles, they dare not o] 
or acknowledge any human Authority over their 
Conſciences in religious Matters; and would call 
no Man Maſter upon Earth, or ſubmit to any 
Impoſitions, though in things themſelves indif- 
ferent, or lawful ; yet they can, to expreſs a 
Chriſtian Catholiciſm, voluntarily join in the moſt 
ſolemn Acts of religious Worſhip, with the Mem- 
bers of the Church of England in its Service; 
and do firmly believe that its Communion is a 
truly Chriſtian Communion. ; and all conſiſtently 
enough with a Perſuaſion, that her Principles 
of Superiority, and Infallibility, which you con- 
tend for, and by which the Sacramental Com- 
munion in her Uſage, and the eſtabliſh'd Articles 
of her Faith, are ſuppoſed the only Standardof 
trying the Qualifications of Fellow Subj 

and Fellow Chriſtians, for the Services either 


of civil or religious Society, have no Founda- 
tion in the Nature of Things: I ſay, the Con- 


trary to what you aſſert is true of them; not- 
withſtanding they humbly apprehend, you have 
no Authority for Dominion, as Church Chriſtian, 
from either Chriſt or his Apoſtles; but, on the con- 
trary, that theſe are the very oppoſite Principles to 
thoſe on which your Church diflented from the 


Communion of the Papal Church. And altho? 
you 
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n you ſay, “ The Difſenters are bound in Conſcience 
to « to do all that is in their Power to abaliſh the 
1 « eftabliſh'd Church,“ it is impoſſible. to prove 
3 the Truth of this Aſſertion; ſince, upon all: the 
t known genuine Principles, or which the Pro- 
r teſtant Diſſenters can poſſibly ſupport as ſuch; 
n it is abſolutely impoſſible they - ſhould ever. at- 
0 tempt it. They only deſire you would give up 
n thoſe Claims which are inconſiſtent with your 
ö Character as Proteſtants, and whenever they at- 
n tempt to treat you in a different Manner than 
ir becomes Proteſtant Chriſtians, they will then 
I deſerve to be harraſs'd and oppreſs'd; but they 
y hope, till then, they may reaſonably expect to 
[- be excuſed : But with what Front you could 
4 thus repreſent them, when their avow'd Prin- 
ſt ciples,. confirm?d by. long Practice, only prove 
- the Reverſe, is very ſurprizing !. Have they nor. 
3 on all Occaſibns join'd. with the Proteſtant Par · 
a TE the Church of England in every difficult 
y -rifis,.? and have freely and cheerfully - done 
8 their utmoſt to ſupport the Rights of King. 
D and People? And theſe are the Men you Wag). 
- render ſo obnoxious. * Pray whoſe, Help was of 
5 ſo much Importance to the Church of England, 
f when in the Jaws of Popery in King James the 
8 Second's Tine, as the Proteſtant Diſſenters? 
T As to what has been ſaid about the Impro- 
1 priety of making the Sacrament a Teſt in Ci- 
Þ vil Affairs, you have left the Debate between 
8 the Rt. Rev. Hoadly and Sherlock ; and you 
e have done well, ſince that Side of the Queſtion 
„ which commands the Approbation of ſo many 
= wiſe and good Men, muſt ' neceſſarily diſtreſs 
0 „ we 
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[ 10] 
After this you expoſe your Innuendoes, as, 


1, * That it lies upon Diſſenters, that object 
« ſingly againſt this, to find ſome other Teſt that 
« will effectually keep out both Papiſts and Diſ- 
« ſenters :** This is ſo frantick a Remark, that the 
Obſervator's Caſe is deſperate ; ſo that he ſeems 
very much in danger of being put among the 
Incurables. | | 


24%, The Propoſal of receiving the Sacra · 
© ment in their own Meetings, as a Civil Teſt, 
js as liable to Objection as in the Church of 
i England.” This none denies, that I know of, 
the religidus Action being the ſame in one 
Church as in the other. 5 | 


3aly, You fay, * The main Thing aimed at, is 
* to bring it into Queſtion, whether there ought 
eto be any Teſt at all:“ And pray, Sit, With 
what View have you drawn this Concluſion ? 
Wou'd you intimate by it, that the civil and 
religious Intereſts of the Diſſenters are not as im- 
portant to them, as the Intereſts of the Mem- 
bers of your Church are to Church- men? They 
are Men born with like Capacities with your- 
ſelves; and the Principles in which they are e- 
ducated, bid as fair for making them good 
Subjects, as thoſe of your particular Church : 
And if you mean that they are againſt ſuch Se- 
curities, as the Safety of the State requires, your 
Meaning can have no Foundation. I aſk you 
again, Who have ever made a more unanimous 
and hearty Stand againſt Popery, or for the 
nce of Proteſtant Liberty, and the civil 
Properties of a free People? In what Inſtances 
| have 


ener beer 
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have they attempted to expoſe the State, or in- 
volve the Church? Be pleas'd to lay Charges of 
this Nature nearer home, and let Men of your 
own Principles bear the Charge. | 

Your next Paragraph is, There is one 
« thing obſervable (ſay you) in the Teſt Act, 
c which has not been commonly artended to, 
«© though of the fame Importance in the pre- 
66 ſent Caſe : The Diſſenters plead, that l 
« was no Deſire or Intention in the Legiſlature, 
to include them in the Diſabilities and Pen- 
&« alties of that Act.“ You then ask, Why be- 
« ſides the Oaths of Allegiance and Suprema- 
* cy, and the Declaration againſt Tranſub- 
« ſtantiation (all which are required by that 


« very Act) did the Legiflature think fit to 


« require the Sacramental Teft , which is the 


only thing in it that affects the Diffenters?” 
The Anſwer of a Diſſenter you make to be, 


« That the Legiſlature thought they could not 
« effectually exclude the Papiſt: without that 
„ Teſt: And you then draw a like Conſe- 


quence; on which you put this Queſtion : 


viz. What then ſhall exclude the Papiſts if 
c the Sacramental Teſt be aboliſhed? Not 
“ Oaths, or Declarations, but their Joining 
« with the Church of England in the moſt ſo- 
« Jemn Act of Chriſtian Workhip, is a Bar of 
« the ſtrongeſt Kind.” " * 

To which I anſwer, That if the Diſſenters 
have ſo pleaded, that they were not deſign'd, 
nor intended to be included in the. Diſabilities 
and Penalties of the Teſt Act, they are alſo 


able to prove, that this was the ſolemn Ace-. 


knowledgment, and Profeſſion of their Friends 
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who ſat at Helm; and if they were impos'd 
on, it cannot be eſteemed as a Fault in their 
Plea. You further ſay, „It was neceſſary that 
ce the Sacramental. Teſt ſhould be added, to 
« exclude the Papifts.” I would here, in the 
firſt Place, remark, That although the Legiſla- 
ture might poſſibly act upon this Principle, or 
from this Motive; yet it does not hence fol- 
low, that either the Motive was. rightly con- 
ſider'd, or the Inſtitution juſtly founded. For 
my part, I can. ſee nothing bur Abſurdity in 
the Motive, take it in what View you will, 
that the Friends of the Government, yea, great 
Numbers of its moſt faithful Subjects, ſhould be 
diſabled and diſqualified, i. e. diſcouraged by 
a Brand of Infamy put upon them, in order 
to keep out the profeſs'd Enemies of a Pro- 
teſtant Community: Nor can the Judgment of 
the Legiſlature be ſufficient alone to make the 
Matter of any Law reaſonable and fit. The 
Nature of Things is unalterable; and to this 
univerſal Law of Nature, all Men, and Things, 
and Laws themſelves ought to ſubmit, and by 
this, their Turpitude or Fitneſs is to be try*d : 
Thus, ſays Osborne, in the London Journal, 
Numb. 667. A Law, though made by King, 
„Lords, and Commons, 1s no farther right than 
as it is conformable to the Law of Reaſon/? 
But why our Legiſlature ſhould make ſuch a Law, 
as. ſhould require an Act of religious Worſhip 
to be celebrated in a particular Manner - and 
Form; i. e. according to; the particular Uſage 
of one Denomination of Chriſtians, in order to 
qualify Men for civil and military Offices, is 
difficult to account for; ſince the Nature, Rea- 

| ſon, 
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fon, and-Fitneſs of the Thing will not. But 
my Author has added, That joining with 
the Church of England,” is a Bar of the 
e ſtrongeſt Kind; Oaths and Declarations are 
t not ſuch good Securities as this: For *tis 
an open Acknowledgment, that our Church 
« js à true Church, and our Miniſtry a true 
« Miniſtry, and we true Members of the Ca- 
« tholic Church of Chriſt, notwithſtanding our 
«« Separation from the Church of Rome.” 
Thus it appears that theſe eccleſiaſtical Rea- 
ſons were the Motives to the Legiflature, But, 
methinks, *tis' a thouſand Pities, theſe. zealous 
Sons of the Church had not repreſented to the 
Legiſlature, that the Proteſtant Diſſenters were 
remov'd a Degree further from the Church of 
Rome, than the Church of England; and that con- 
ſequently a religious Sacramental Teſt, by com- 
municating among them, would have more ef 


fectually excluded the Papiſts, as the Conceſ- 
ſions would have been much larger. And they 
might very gravely have confirmed the Obſer- 
vation, by telling them, that the Zealots of the 
Eſabliſh'd Church have a much greater Opini- 
on of the Roman Catholic Communion and 
Friendſhip, than of the Proteſtant Diſſenters. 
And Inſtances enough would have been ready 
at hand: And ſo, vice verſa, of the Papiſts 
Veneration for the high-flying Zealots of the 
Engliſh Eſtabliſnment; and that they have fre- 
quently found their Account in it. 

You goon to tell us, That the Diſſenters 
„ plead much their natural Rights, and the 
*« unjuſt Invaſion of them by theſe Acts.“ Up- 
on which you ask Whether Society and Go- 
s vernment itſelf, is not founded in an A- 


e bridgment 
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[ 14 ] 
« bridgment of natural Rights, in ſuch In- 
« ftances, and ſuch Degrees, as, in the Judg- 
« ment of the — the Safety and Wel- 
« fare of the Whole require.“ 
To which I anſwer, That all Men are by 
Nature equal, and no Man can have a Right 


over others till the People give him that 


Right for their own ſakes : So that the People 
are the true Fountain of all juſt Power. But 
the ſole End of Government alſo, is the Pre- 
ſervation of the Rights of Mankind; and when- 
ever any Government negle&s to ſecure theſe 
Rights, or in any Degree actually abridges 
them, ſo far is that Government from being 
ſupported upon a juſt Foundation, that the 
very Baſis thereof is become inſecure and dan- 
gerous. And thus ſtands your Obſervation, 


That Society and Government is founded on an 


Abridgment of natural Rights, or, in other 
Words, Upon an unnatural Foundation. The 
Inſtance you produce to prove your Propofi- 
tion, is naturally enough built upon your Prin- 
ciples, but is no more to be juſtified or de- 
fended than the Propoſition itſelf ; for al- 
though only Men of Eſtates are to repreſent 
the Nation, as you ſay they ought to be, in 
order to. ſecure the Landed Intereſt; yet does 
this prove, that the mercantile and trading Part 
of the Nation ought not to be as naturally re- 
preſented ? 

Tour next Paragraph, Pag. 13, 14, is, That 
the Diſſenters are againſt any Church Eſta- 
e bliſhmenr at all, and look upon all Inter- 
<< poſitions of the Civil Power, in favour of a 
<« National Religion, as Uſurpations on the 
Rights of Mankind.“ And hence you 
con- 
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[ 25 ] 
conclude, they ought to be kept out of all 
Power, Ge. : 
In Anſwer to the Whole of your Declama- 


tion and Rant through this Paſſage, I'Il make 


uſe of an Eſſay of Osborne s, in the London 
Journal, Numb. 694. as ſpeaking the Senſe of 
the Proteſtant Diſſenters, and is a moſt perti- 
nent Reply to your Argument. | g 

«© A National Church (fays he) there may 
& be, and I think ought to be; for the Peo- 
« ple ignorant, and diffugd as Sheep. without 
& a Shepherd, require a 
« But then this Church ſhould, as Church- 
« Chriſtian, require nothing to be believ*d, but 
« what is abſojutely agreed by all Chriſtians 
&< to be of Divine Authority: And the Matter 
and Forms of Worſhip ſhould be as ge- 
« neral as poſſible, to receive all and keep 
„ out none. But the Civil Power ſhould an- 
*« nex no Rewards to thoſe who come into 


XF < this. Church, nor inflict any Penalties or 
negative Diſcouragements on thoſe who think 


«© themſelves obliged in Conſcience to keep 


1 cout: The Church ſhould be only perſuaſi ve, 


« not compulſive. 


« *Tis the Magiſtrates Duty, indeed, upon 


* ſetting up a National Church, to take Care 


„that it be ſupplied with wiſe and good Teach - 


« ers; to pay thoſe well who do their Duty 


well, and to turn out thoſe who do not; be- 
( cauſe *tis the Nation's Church, the Care of 


*« which muſt neceſſarily be committed to thoſe 


*© who ate intruſted with the Care of the Na- 


4 tion, | 


« This National Church being conſtituted by 


( the Civil Power, muſt be abſolutely ſubject to, 


« and 


publick Leading: 
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16 ] 
and dependent on * Power. A Church is 


not ( as ſome Church-Men imagine and arro- 
gantly affirm) an eſſential Part of the Con- 


ſtitution, becauſe conſtituted by the Civil 


Power; for ſhould the Civil Power ever 
think it proper to change any Articles, Cres, 
or Forms of Worſhip, now eſtabliſn'd, the 
Conſtitution would be the ſame. We have 
not (as ſome Men affect to talk) two Con- 
ſtitutions, an Eccleſſaſtical Conſtitution, and a 
Civil Conſtitution; which is perfect Nonſenſe, 

unleſs the Eccleſiaſtical. Power be independent 
on the Civil Power: No, our Conſtitution is 
but One, and that is a Civil Conſtitution ;* 

which has eſtabliſn'd a Church called the 
Charch of Kugland: But this Church is not an 
eſſential Part 11 the Conſtitution; for nothing 
is eſſential to the Conſtitution, but what if left 
out, the Conſtitution would be deſtroyed. The 
State or Conſtitution remains the ſame, though 
the Laws relating to Church or Safe oe 


changed. 


66..'The Magiſtrate's Power of compulling oy 
Force, or'with Penalties, can relate only to 
the Security of Perſon and Property: That 
his Power in Religious Matters can differ only 
in Degree from the Power of any other Man; 
nor can it be any thing elſe but a Power f 
informing the Fudgment, and perſuading to the 
Practice of Virtue : That in order to this good 
End, the Civil Power may conſtitute a Church, 


appoint Teachers, and ſettle a Maintenance; 


but that every Subject ſhould. be left at ful! 
Liberty to conform or not conform to this 
Church; and that 400 N ſhould be put 
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4 upon an equal Foot, with regard to all Civil 
«© fairs as the Church- men. 

« This is the Way, and the only Way to 
« Truth and Peace; nor could any Inconveni- 
< encies follow from this juſt Liberty: For where 
all Religious Sects are equally regarded by the 
« Civil Power, they will be egually obedicnt. 


is the Power given to one to oppreſs the o- 


cc ther, hath occaſioned all the Diſturbances that 

«© ever were in the World about Religion.“ 
The Occaſion of inſerting ſo large a Quotation 

is, becauſe it ſo pertinently expoſes your Igno- 


rance or Wickedneſs, reſpecting the Principles of 


Government; and may ſerve to ſhew the Fallacy 
of your whole Scheme. But I proceed. 
age 15. you fay, It might be expected that 


the Diſſenters ſhould ſtrengthen their Argu- 
* ment of Natural Right, by Inſtances fetch'd 
from other Countries. You might have 
added, Wherein general Bigotry, Superftition, 
and the exorbitant Claims of the Clergy prevail: 


From hence we are to ſtrengthen the Argument 


Wh of Natural Right; whereas in moſt Things 


wherein our Conſtitution tallies with theirs, in 
thoſe very Reſpects are found all the Imperfecti- 


ons and Miſtakes that attend it, or are inter- 
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woven in its Frame, 
Your Advice, Page 15, 16. is ſomewhat ex- 
raordinary, vi. That they ſhould wait till 


they have wrought the Body of the Nation 


into a Belief, that there ought to be no Church 


* eſtabliſh*d; and till they have convinc'd the 
Crown, that an Epiſcopal Church is not ſo well 


adapted to the Support of Monarchy, as the 


*© Preſbyterian and Independent Model; or that 
** the Services which the Biſhops and Clergy, 
E « ang 
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« and Friends of the Eftabliſh'd Church can 
% perform to the Crown, are not conſiderable 
« enough to be put into the Balance againſt 
<« thoſe he may expect from Diſſenters, and their 
„% Well-Wiſhers; or, that there are not ſuffi- 
*« cient Numbers qualify*d to ſerve the Govern- 
ment, that are willing to comply with every 
Legal Requirement. * I Anfwer, | 
Theſe alſo are unneceſſary Difficulties thrown 
in the Way of the Proteſtant Difſenters : Which 
will hereafter appear. As, 


* 


Firſt, They muſt convince the Crown, that an 
Epiſcopal Church (which is no other than a 
Creature of the State, and abſolutely dependent 
on it) is not ſo well adapted to the Support of 
the Government, as the Diſſenting Models. But 


why ſo furious? The Monarch needs not be con- 
viced that Government muſt be ſupported, either ſ 
on Epiſcopacy or Preſbytery. He is already con- 
vinced that they owe their Preſervation, and pecu» 


liar Dignities to the Civil Power; as is evident in 
both South and North Britain. — 

Your ſecond Difficulty which reſpects 4 
Services of the Biſhops and Clergy, and the 
Friends of the Eſtabliſhed Church, as ſet in Op- 1 
—_ to the Proteſtant Diſſenters and their 


*riends, is as unneceſſary as the others: For al- 
though the Proteſtant Diſſenters have great Rea- 
ſon to venerate and eſteem many of the preſent 


Biſhops and Clergy, yet a little Acquaintance 


with our Engliſh Hiſtory will convince any im- 


partial Reader, that the more our Britiſh Kings 


have been directed and influenc'd by the Clergy, | * 


the more has the Glory of their ſeveral Rei 5 
been eclips'd ; tor, the leſs the true Weal of the 
Subject 


— 
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Subject has been promoted. We have not yet 


le forgot that famous Sermon at Weſtminſter, in 
iſt which the State was made to depend on the 
Ir Church; but what Reception it met with from 
N- that Auguſt Audiences is ſo notorious a Refuta- 
n- tion of the Doctrine among Britons, that we 
ry muſt conclude we are at preſent in no Danger 

| from that Quarter. 9 0 "A 
vn But to proceed, Why muſt the Biſhops and 
ch Clergy, and their Friends, be ſet in Oppoſition 


to Proteſtant Diſſenters and their Friends? It is 
indiſputably true, that the latter are the known 
Friends of the preſent Government; but if Bi- 


Majeſty King George (whom Gop long preſerve) 


of can eaſily difcern who of them has the firſt Right 
zut to his Favour. If you diſlike the Concluſion, 
on- thank yourſelf for it. 1 | 

her But again, Are the Proteſtant Diſſenters, whoſe 
on- LNumber at the loweſt Calculation is much above 
cu - 70, ooo; and whoſe Wealth in Land, Sc. a- 
in mounts to near 15 Millions: Are theſe to be diſ- 


carded the Favour and equal Protection of the 
Legiſlature, as an inconſiderable Part of the 
Community? 


A gether without Foundation, and theretore I leave 
it to the Mercy of the next Puff of Wind. 


dea- Your laſt extraordinary Remark is, That 
ſent without the Spirit of Prophecy you foretel, 
nce that whenever the Church ſhall break in upon 


c the Toleration, or the Toleration upon the 
Church, the Peace of this Country is at an 
„ End.“ | „„ | 
It has been already ſhewn that the Church is 
Only a Creature of the State, By Church, here, 
Er, OW C 2 7 I 


ſhops and Clergy muſt ſtand in Oppoſition, his. 


As to your third Difficulty, Ic appears alto- 
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T would be underftood the Church Eſtabliſhment, 
and which I take to be your Senſe ; for ether- 
wiſe you ſpeak altogether at Random. For if by 
the Church you ' ſhould mean the Church of 
CrrisT, or Church Chriſtian, or the Church of 
England, is only a Part of it, and all the ſeveral 
Denominations of Proteſtant Diſſenters are as 
truly Church Chriſtian, as thoſe of the Eſtabliſſi- 
ment: But this latter Interpretation will not do 
for you ar all; becauſe, as Church Chriſtian and 
Proteſtant, it has no Power or Authority at all 
to preſcribe either Articles of Faith to other 
Chriſtian Societies, or Teſts of Qualification for 
Members of Civil Society. But why, as an e- 
ſtabliſh'd Church, it has Power to break in upon 
the Toleration, I don't underſtand. The State or 
Legiſlature are the true Executors of Power, and 
can, no doubt, at Pleaſure alter or repeal ſuch 
Laws as appear to be incompatible with the 


Welfare of the whole Community: But what 7 


is this to the Church's breaking in upon the 
Toteration, or the Toleration upon the 


Church? It cannot be deny'd but the Church 


did inſtrumentally break in upon the Tolera- 
tion, in the Reign of Queen Anne; but at the 
ſame time it does not appear, that the injur'd 
Party made any ſeditious Attempts to break 
the Peace of the State. But I ſhall here take 
Leave to propoſe ſome Articles of Advice to 
the Proteſtant Diſſenters, ſum up your Argu- 


ments, and draw a few Concluſions. 


Adv. 1. If it were true that my Author 
ſpoke the Senſe of the Church, as he pretends ; 


and (which is of more Importance 0 you,) the 


Senſe of the Crown, or State; you might be | 
| aſſur d 


{ 
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aſſur'd from his own Mouth that 20 Time is 
proper. But don't be diſcouraged, he is ſo 
given to Lying, I would not have you belieye 
him. | | N 


Ate. 2. Though the Matter of your Peti- 
tion 1s your acknowledged Right, publickly 


Gentlemen of the firſt Rank among us, yet ap- 
ply with Modeſty and all due Humility, as 
becomes dutiful Subjects. 


Adv. 3. Whatever you do, be unanimous 3 
& e. whether you apply, or forbear, let none 
divide you. Your Unanimity will not only 
pleaſe all the Friends of Liberty, but is that 
which only can ſecure your Succeſs, or render 
you of any Importance. 


Adv. 4. Act in Character; i. e. don't be un- 
grateful for the Indulgence of the preſent Go- 
vernment, that has not ſuffer*d you to lie open to 
Proſecutions from malevolent Churchmen, for 
not ſubſcribing to the thirty ſix and a half Ar- 
ticles; and with all Earneſtneſs, that the 
ſame tender Father, of you his People, toge- 
ther with the Lords and Commons, would put 
it out of the Hands of any perſecuting Prelate 
to diſturb your Peace, who may at any time 
have threatened it. 


Adv. 5. Let your Temper and Conduct re- 
commend you to the whole Community of 
your Fellow - Subjects, although you ſhould be 
neglected by them; and doubt not but your 
Cauſe which is eminently that of Liberty, and 


own'd as ſuch, by King, Queen, Lords, and 


Loyalty, 
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Loyalty, will one Day or another be regard- 
ed. 


I ſhall ſum up my Author's Arguments, and 
draw Concluſions. n 


\ 


The Adjuſter confidently aſſerts, that the Pro- 
aur Diſſenters eſteem the Communion of the 
Church of England ſinful; and are hereupon oblig'd 
in Conſcience to uſe their utmoſt Power to a- 
boliſh it. That the Legiſlature by one of theſe 
diſabling Acts, principally intended the Papiſts, 
but that the Proteſtant Diſſenters muſt neceſſa- 
rily be included, becauſe the Sacrament, according 
to the Uſage of the Church of England, is the only 
public Security. That Government is founded 
on an Abridgment of natural Rights, and there- 
fore the Liberty of the Diſſenters may lawfully 
be ſacrificed for the Sake of the Church. That 
the Eſtabliſh'd Church is Part of the Civil 
Conſtitution 3 and that the State is dependent 
upon it. That doing Juſtice to the whole Com- 
munity, will ſhake the Foundation of the 
Church, and conſequently deſtroy the Peace 
and Welfare of the State. From whence Pll 
draw ſome Concluſions. : 


Con. 1. Although my Author's firſt Charge 
is a noforious Falſhood, yet it is well calculat- 
ed to ſpread the Wild-fire of Party Zeal, and 
enlarge Unchriſtian Diviſions; | 


Con. 2, From his fo warmly. abetting the 
Principles of Perſecution, under the Cover and 
Sanction of Law, is diſcovered conſiderable 
Skill in gilding over the former Bolus. ; 


Con, 
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Con. 3. In order to ſupport his Scheme, he 
advances Principles about Civil Government, 
which would poiſon the Fountain of Power it- 


ſelf, and render eternally inſecure the only Bul- 
wark of Property. . 


Con. 4. He has interwoven the Intereſts of 
the Church with the State, and made them 
tmutually dependent z hereby reviving that 
pernicious and falſe Doctrine, which has ever 
been the Plea of Traitors, and the Cry of the 
moſt perfidious Sons of the Church, 


Con. 5. Without the Spirit of Prophecy we 
may conclude, That, in all probability, the Au- 
thor is ſome ambitious Prelate, who would 
fain exerciſe an exorbitant Dominion, not only 
over Perſons and Properties of a Civil Nature', 
but allo over Conſciences: From whoſe Juriſ- 


_ and Influence, Good Lord deliver 
115 
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